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Yoshito Takamine—A champion for the people
_

Yoshito Takamine, a stalwart in the labor movement and the Democratic

Party, passed away on October 27, 2015 at the age of 89. A younger
generation of ILWU members only knew Yoshito as a retiree, a member
of the board of directors of the ILWU Memorial Association, and the father
of former State Representative, State Senator, and Director of Labor
Dwight Takamine. But they know little of his illustrious career in the ILWU
and in the State Legislature as well as the leadership he provided to his

union and the community.

by Joanne Kealoha
Social Services Coordinator

A leader in the making

Yoshito Takamine was born in Hakalau
and raised in Honokaa on the Hamakua
Coast of the Big Island, the eldest son
of 14 children born to immigrants from
Okinawa. He knew firsthand the struggles
of large families living in rural areas, who
worked hard for the sugar plantation but
also had to grow and raise their own food
to feed their families.

Yoshito went to work for Honokaa
Sugar Company fresh out of high school
in 1944 In no time, he became a crane
operator and a unit officer in the union,
eventually becoming unit chair. During
the Great Sugar Strike of 1946, Yoshito
chaired the relief committee and helped
to organize the workers and maintain

solidarity during the arduous 79-day strike.

But when the strike was settled, the gains
were many —respect from management,
a unified bargaining unit, a better future
for workers in the sugar industry, and
economic and social well-being for the
entire community.

ILWU career begins

Recognized as a leader by his co-
workers and others in the ILWU, Yoshito
was persuaded to run for Business Agent
in 1950. He won the election that year
and subsequent elections until he was
elected Hawaii Division Director in 1971.
He served as Division Director until
retirement in 1986.

As a full-time official of the ILWU,
Yoshito worked with thousands of
members on the Big Island and mentored
many good business agents and unit
leaders. Among he mentored was Eusebio
“Bo” Lapenia, who became a Business
Agent then Division Director and finally
Local President of the ILWU. Bo gave one
of several eulogies at Yoshito’s memorial
service and spoke with emotion of how

Yoshito developed him as a union leader
and instilled in him the importance of
organizing and being dedicated to the
membership.

An organizer at heart

Yoshito was always an organizer. He
believed in bringing people together
for collective bargaining, to address
community issues and needs, to elect
candidates who would serve the interests
of working men and women. He believed
in and lived the ILWU motto, “An Injury
to One is an Injury to All.” He put the
interests of others ahead of his own. He
was truly a man of the people.

Because of his deep roots in the
community and his advocacy for labor
and the working class, Yoshito was a
natural to represent the Hamakua District.
His supporters and the ILWU urged
him to run for the Territorial House of
Representatives in 1958, and he won. After
statehood, Yoshito continued in the State
House of Representatives until he retired
in 1984, allowing his son, Dwight, to run
for the position.

A legislative champion for labor
As House Labor Chair and together

with labor attorney Edward Nakamura
and Senator Nadao Yoshinaga, Yoshito
was involved in crafting legislation that
would help workers and their families —
legislation like the Prepaid Health Care
Act, which requires employers to provide
health care benefits to their employees
who work more than 20 hours a week, and
the Temporary Disability Insurance law,
which requires all employers to provide
employees with coverage that pays them
when they become ill or disabled for more
than a week. Prior to enactment of these
groundbreaking laws, workers often did
not see a doctor because they could not
afford the bill or could not stay home from
work even if they were seriously ill or

ILWU Hawaii Division Director Yoshito Takamine (right) with ILWU Local
President Carl Damaso, Social Worker Ah Quon McElrath, and Business Agent

Herman Amaral in 1982.

injured because they
would not have any
income.

Yoshito was also
involved in passage
of the collective
bargaining law
that allows public
sector workers to
unionize and worked
tirelessly to protect
other labor laws that
provide for workers’
compensation and
unemployment insurance.

An advocate for agriculture

A product of rural Big Island, Yoshito
actively supported preserving and
protecting agricultural lands. He served as
chair of the House Agriculture Committee
and, after retiring from the ILWU and the
Legislature, was appointed by Governor
John Waihee as Special Assistant to the
Agriculture Coordinating Committee.

Yoshito fought valiantly to keep the
sugar plantations operating and viable
because of their economic importance to
rural communities, but, one by one, they
closed until today only one (HC&S on
Maui) remains. When Kohala Sugar closed
in 1973, Yoshito persuaded his colleagues
in the Legislature to appropriate funding
for the Kohala Task Force, an effort to
provide funding to start up businesses that
would provide jobs and economic activity
in remote Kohala, which had heavily relied
on Kohala Sugar.

When Hamakua Sugar and HCPC/
Mauna Kea Agribusiness closed in1994,
Yoshito was already retired but his son,
Dwight, worked with the Legislature and
government agencies to provide funding
and other programs to assist dislocated
sugar workers. Yoshito’s own contribution
was to promote diversified agriculture
along the Hamakua Coast. He helped to
secure federal funding for former sugar
workers to become farmers. He organized
cooperatives to help farmers work together
to market their crops and share in the cost
of equipment and supplies. He helped
develop an incubator kitchen to turn crops
into marketable products for residents and
visitors alike to enjoy.

A visionary and a strategist

Yoshito was a visionary —always
thinking, always coming up with new
ideas, always one step ahead of others.
While he sometimes could not put together
the words to express his vision fully, no
one would ever doubt his passion and
commitment.

Yoshito never went to college, but he

was an educated man. He was well-read
and took notes and jotted down ideas on
the yellow tablets that his children always
saw him scribbling on. He was a tireless
worker and, in many ways, expected the
same from those around him.

Yoshito was a strategist—for the Union
and in politics. He knew how to count
votes, he knew what he needed to do to
persuade, he knew who he could count on
and who he needed to work on even more.
In his own way, he was, what some might
call, a “mover and a shaker.” He was able
to influence others, but never for personal
gain and always in the interest of working
people and a better community.

A family man

Yoshito was away from home for much
of his career with the Legislature and
with the ILWU. Even on his home island,
Yoshito would attend meetings far away
and come home late at night. He readily
credited his wife, Kimiko, for raising his
children, but there was never any doubt
that Yoshito’s heart was always with his
family.

At his memorial service, Yoshito’s
family shared a video presentation that
they prepared for his 72nd birthday.

The lessons they learned from him,

the love they had for their father, and

the admiration they felt for his many
accomplishments were clearly expressed
by all of his children. He may not have
been at home for many of their events
growing up, but there was no doubt that
Yoshito’s family understood what a great
man their father was and were proud of
who he was and what he did.

And always by his side, to the end, was
his wife, Kimiko, a strong woman in her
own right who supported her husband
through the ups and downs of union
activity, political campaigns, and life.

Yoshito is survived by his wife, Kimiko,
and their five children: Dwight (Carol)
Takamine, Arlene (Bert) Hashimoto,
Melanie (Rocket) Fergerstrom, Delbert
(Kelcy) Takamine, and Karleen (Alan)
Kaohimaunu.

The next Local 142 Executive Board (LEB) meeting is scheduled to start at

9:00 a.m. on March 18, 2016, in Honolulu at the ILWU building on 451 Atkinson
Drive. ILWU members are welcome to attend as observers.
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Kauai Pensioners enjoy annual plcmc

LIHUE —Despite the hot and humid
conditions, between 70-80 Kauai pensioners
enjoyed food, fellowship, and games at the
annual Kauai Division Pensioner Picnic on
August 29,2015. They gathered in the patio
area of the ILWU Lihue Hall after signing
in and were handed a sheet with scrambled
words. The one who could unscramble the
most words would be declared a winner.

Retired Business Agent Jesus Guirao began
the festivities by welcoming the pensioners
and introducing the guests. Among the guests
were Senator Ron Kouchi, Kauai County
Council members JoAnn Yukimura and Arryl
Kaneshiro.

Division Director Michael Machado then
introduced Mark Bernstein, president of the
Harriet Bouslog Labor Scholarship Fund,
who went over the benefits of the Harriet
Bouslog Labor Scholarship and encouraged
all those in attendance to go back to their
families and get them to apply for the
scholarship.

Ready, set, GO!

The pensioners were raring to participate
in the games set up by member and retiree
volunteers from the Division. Pensioners
Stanley Dotario and Jesus Guirao, were the
officials for the golf putting game. As in the
past, the women’s putting green was shorter
than the men’s.

The lines were long for the Portuguese
Horseshoe toss. Unlike the “real” horseshoe
game where one tosses horseshoes at stakes
in a sandbox area; Portuguese Horseshoe
participants toss rings towards a hole on a
raised box. Business Agent Calvin Corpuz
and family tallied the “ringers” or the rings
nearest to the hole.

Pensioner Ernie Domingo was the official
of the Cards & Darts game. The object was to
get 21 points with two dart throws by aiming
at playing cards stapled to the dart board.

Pensioners eagerly stood in line for each
game and their chance to win prize bags of
canned goods. True fellowship was exhibited

as those in line cheered and encouraged
each participant as they tried their skill

or luck at each game. Those in line were
more excited than the winning participant.

Lunch break

Bentos purchased from Mark’s Place
and Ishihara Market were passed out for
lunch. Mark’s Place also donated a full
sheet cake for dessert.

Senator Ron Kouchi, Kauai County
Council members JoAnn Yukimura and
Arryl Kaneshiro each presented short
speeches during the lunch hour in which
they thanked the pensioners for all the
help and support that has been extended to
them in their election campaigns.

Secretary-Treasurer Guy Fujimura
described the history of Kauai and how it
was connected to him and his family. He
expressed great appreciation for what the
pensioners did for the union and the State;
which has made Hawaii what it is today.
Guy ended with, “thank you and enjoy the
day.”

After lunch, the pensioners looked
forward to playing Bingo and winning a
15-pound bag of rice. A total of 40 bags
enticed the pensioners, who carefully
monitored their cards to be sure they
marked every number called. When the
last bag of rice was handed out, that last
“Bingo” that was uttered brought this
year’s pensioner picnic to an end. It was
a long day, but most of all, the pensioners
appreciated the chance to meet up with
their friends, talk story, and enjoy the
company of others.

Many thanks to those who helped make
the picnic a huge success: Alfred Castillo,
Calvin Corpuz and family, Clayton Dela
Cruz, Ernie Domingo, Stanley Dotario,
Mona Dotario-Agor, Bobby and Gloria
Girald, Pamela Green, Jesus and Maxima
Guirao, Gwendolyn Kanahele, Doreen
Kua, and Michael Machado.

Game Marshal Jesus Guirao (right) oversees the golf ball as it rolls down
the men’s “greens” of the golf putting game.

Pensioners wait their turns and cheer the player on the line in the “Cards
& Darts” game.

“Cards & Darts” master Ernie Domingo, in charge of the dart board game.

Need a copy of your union contract? Changed your address?
Got married and changed your name? Have a problem with your medical plan?

Call the union!
ILWU Local Office: (808) 949-4161
Hawaii Division Hilo: (808) 935-3727
Maui Division Wailuku: (808) 244-9191
Kauai Division Lihue: (808) 245-3374
Oahu Division Honolulu: (808) 949-4161, ext. 225

Catch up on ILWU sports!

Visit: http://ilwulocal142.0rg/blog/2015-statewide-tournaments
for photos and winners of the 2015 ILWU State Tournaments:
« 62nd State Golf Tournament
« 30th State Slow Pitch Tournament
« 34th Annual State Basketball Tournament
and
http://ilwulocal142.org/blog/2015-0ahu-division-sports-program
+ 21st Oahu Fishing Tournament

Hawaii Longshore Division: (808) 949-4161, ext. 243



